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Greetings to you all,

This is an extremely busy time for all involved in the operations of SeniorNet Hutt
City.

Firstly it is AGM time again. Look for the formal notice later in the Newsletter
advising that it will be held at the Avalon Pavilion on Wednesday, the 22 July,
starting at 2 PM.

Secondly, 2009 is a significant year. It is the 10th year we been teaching technology
to seniors in the Hutt. Although the steering committee met in November 1998 and
the first public meeting was held in March the next year, the real date of our arrival
on the Hutt scene was when the first lessons commenced on the 3 May 1999.

It was then, thanks to help from SeniorNet Wellington, who provided not only the
manuals, but the first tutors, that SeniorNet Hutt City really got underway. We can
all be tremendously proud of what has been achieved over the past decade.

Finally, all your Committee have been extremely busy in assessing the various
options in relation to premises. At the time it was disappointing when we were
unable to renew our lease although we were offered rooms on the ground floor.
However, it was decided to investigate the market. Happily our search and
subsequent negotiations have now been successfully concluded and we look
forward to Term 3 in the new Learning Centre at Laings Road. You have been
advised of the details by email and on our Blog but for those not on email full details
are in this Newsletter.

The end result has been due to a lot of hard work by all of the Committee.

I look forward to seeing many of you at our 10th AGM on the 22nd of July.

Wayne Meredith
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NEW PREMISES

Room 202, 2nd Floor,
Hutt City Dental Centre, 14 Laings Road. Lower Hutt

We are pleased to advise that a lease has been signed to rent new premises as above
and all classes from Term 3 (which now starts on 27 July) will be held at Laings Road.
After taking the lift to the second floor you turn right and continue around until you reach
Room 202. We will be arranging signage.

Rental is $950 per month, slightly dearer than before, plus we now have to pay for
electricity which was built in previously, but with 25% more space and a 3x3x3 lease this is
an excellent outcome. We will be looking to use the extra space for Committee/Tutor
meetings.

Present planning is that one class will have one less student than now (still 2 tutors) while
the other will have one more student – almost certainly with 3 tutors

The kitchen is shared and so the premises will be utilised for morning/afternoon tea breaks
with a change that both classes will have a tea break at the same time. Toilets are up one
half floor/down one half floor to separate male/female toilets which are accessed by key
code.

NEW START DATE FOR TERM 3

To give our Technical Team a little extra time to ensure the facilities
are up and running at the new premises and the wish to

hold our AGM out of Term time it has been decided
to delay Term 3 by one week.

Therefore the new Term 3 start date is MONDAY 27 JULY
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What is sleep?
Sleep is a power-saving state. Sleep saves all open documents and programs, and allows
the computer to quickly resume full-power operation (typically within several seconds)
when you want to start working again. Putting your computer to sleep is like pausing a
DVD player: the computer immediately stops what its doing and is ready to start again
when you want to resume working.
To put your computer to sleep, click the Power button on the Start menu or click the arrow
next to the Lock button .
You can typically put a mobile PC to sleep by closing its lid. Some computers also have a
physical sleep button on their cases, often located near the power switch.
Depending on your computer's power management settings, your computer may also
automatically go to sleep after a period of inactivity to conserve energy. To adjust these
settings, see Change, create, or delete a power plan (scheme).
While your computer is asleep, its hardware lights may slowly flash or change color. This
is normal.
On most computers, you can resume working by pressing the power button. However, not
all computers are the same. You may be able to wake your computer by pressing keys on
the keyboard, clicking your mouse button, or opening the lid on a mobile PC. Check the
documentation that came with your computer, or go to the manufacturer's website.

What is hibernation?
Like sleep, hibernation is a power-saving state. But while sleep typically saves your
settings in memory and draws a small amount of power, hibernation saves your open
documents and programs to your hard disk and then turns off your computer. Of all the
power-saving states in Windows, hibernation uses the least amount of power.
To put your computer into hibernation, click the Start button , click the small arrow next
to the Lock button , and then click Hibernate.
Windows automatically puts a mobile PC into hibernation mode when the computer's
battery grows critically low.
On a mobile PC, use hibernation when you know that you won’t use your mobile PC for an
extended period and won't have an opportunity to charge the battery during that time.
On most computers, you can resume working by pressing the power button. However, not
all computers are the same. You may be able to wake your computer by pressing any key
on the keyboard, clicking a mouse button, or opening the lid on a mobile PC. Check the
documentation that came with your computer, or go to the manufacturer's website.

From Microsoft.

Shift and Right-Click Trick (For Vista users only.)
Did you know if you right-click on a file in Windows Vista while holding down the shift key
you'll get additional options in the context menu that appears? You will, lots of them. Try it
right now, and see for yourself!

Taken from Canterbury Newsletter

HELP!! Do you realise that just about every program has a Help file? It’s always
accessible – either by pointing to the Help icon on the screen, or pressing F1 at any time
you wish. It won’t interfere with what you are currently working on, and you can find out a
lot about whatever program you may be using. It’s well worthwhile spending 5-10 minutes
daily just looking at the Help File of any program you are interested in.
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Don’t be anxious about trying out the various keys on your keyboard. Just open (maybe)
WordPad or MS Word and type in a few words or lines of text and play around with the
keys to see their effect. Most modern keyboards have a lot of specialised keys and if you
get used to using them, you will save time and effort. After all, you paid for the keyboard,
you might as well use it.

Do you find the print on your desktop getting smaller? And smaller? And smaller?. Here’s
how to increase the size. [Note that if you have a large number of icons they will take up
more room]

A XP USERS B VISTA USERS
1 Right click on the Desktop 1 Right click on the Desktop
2 Select Properties 2 Select Personalise
3 Select the Appearance tab 3 In the lefthand column, select Adjust font size

4
You have the choice of “Normal”, ‘Large” or
“Extra Large”. Choose whichever you wish

4
In the Dialog Box which appears, select
Continue

5 Click OK 5
Select Larger Scale (Note option to customise if
you wish.)

6 Exit 6 Click Apply
7 Click OK

Taken from New Brighton Newsletter

A TRAP FOR VISTA USERS – THE RECYCLE BIN GETS RECYCLED
Right click on your desktop Recycle Bin in
Windows Vista and you'll get this popup:

You mean to empty the Recycle Bin but can
easily delete the Recycle Bin icon itself. When
you see the next message and click without
reading – goodbye Recycle Bin:

The problem is that we're so used to these
popup confirmations that we often fail to read
them. But you can see, the message gives the
clue we need.

So go to Control Panel and click on the Personalization options:
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With all the options on the
right in the big white
emphasized area, it's very easy
to miss "Change desktop icons"
near the top left:

Click on that and you'll get this:

Click the Recycle Bin checkbox as arrowed above, click OK, and your Recycle Bin should
reappear on the desktop.

HOW BIG IS A TRILLION WE’LL TELL YOU IN A SECOND

A million seconds is 13 days. A billion seconds is 31 years.

A trillion seconds is 31,688 years.

One trillion seconds ago – 31,688 years – over 27,000 years before the birth of
Christ. So long ago that Neanderthals stalked the plains of Europe.
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IT IS JUST COMMON COURTESY
(EVERY MEMBER PLEASE READ)

We receive many Newsletters from other Learning Centres around the country. The piece
below is adapted from a much larger article describing how a class just got smaller and
smaller as students didn’t bother to turn up.

“Those people who don’t turn up are compromising our system which we feel is very
accommodating. It causes a lot more work to be undertaken by our volunteers as our
records need to be changed, Tutors wait and delay the start of a session expecting
student/s to arrive, contact may need to be made to find out what is going on (are they
going to be there next week, do they need a catch up, need to be reminded to work
through the lesson at home etc). In some cases others have been turned down as the
class was full.

It takes time and effort organising classes, much juggling has to be done to tee up tutors
and students in order to find a time and day that suits everyone. Putting your name down
and accepting a place on a Course is a commitment you make to the tutors and
SeniorNet in general. We are not running SeniorNet merely for your convenience.
Nobody gets paid for what they do. The tutors and Committee spend countless
voluntary hours making sure that your club runs smoothly. Some tutors travel long
distances, all at their own cost.”

When we have Tutor meetings, not turning up for classes and not practising at home, are
the two greatest annoyances. It is frustrating for a Tutor, having made sure that they
themselves have gone through the lesson that they are going to teach, to find many
students haven’t bothered to go through the last lesson and consequently find it difficult to
cope. This also applies when a student goes on to, say, the Email/Internet class and do
not know basic skills that are now needed such as ‘dragging and dropping’. It is not the
responsibility of the later Tutors to teach people skills they should have learnt in a
previous Course.
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THE THREE CONSTANTS – DEATH, TAXES AND CHANGE

In 1768, three Scottish printers began publishing an "integrated compendium of
knowledge" which they called Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Some ownership changes later it was bequeathed to a US charity and in 1990 it had sales of
NZ $1094 million.Yet 5 years later it was as good as dead; due to what most at first regarded
as a joke - a Microsoft encyclopaedia on CD called Encarta.
Faced with catastrophe EB was sold to a Swiss billionaire for half its book value.
The story of Britannica is how rapidly in a digital world competitors can emerge, seemingly
from nothing, almost unnoticed at first, to rapidly destroy the current business model.
Look at the entertainment and newspaper industries.
But - the story continues. Microsoft is to close Encarta.
Why? Wikipedia. It killed Encarta because it is free, it can respond instantly to
developments and it is huge; now approaching 3 million articles in English alone. So the
world of reference works and information has been transformed again.
The idea that a useful, serious reference work could emerge from the contributions of
hundreds of thousands of "ordinary" internet users would, until recently, would have been
dismissed as ridiculous. But there is no way a conventional paper or CD based, centrally
edited, commercially financed operation, could match the online contributor driven model.
Of course it has faults; what doesn’t, and it suffers from vandalism and nutters; but
notwithstanding this, Wikipedia has become one of the great innovations of recent times.
So much so, that when we used to Google it, now to get a more sophisticated and targeted
answer we Wikipedia it.

TUTOR REPORT

I am now into my second term organisation as coordinator and wish to thank all tutors for
your cooperation and help. Thanks to all tutors and assistants who have participated in
Term 2 viz –
Stuart Bayliss Bill Beard Nickie Belworthy Louise Carde
Pat Cunningham Raewyn Davies Cathie Ellis Kingsley Fisher
Ruby Fraser Margaret Gooch Brian Hall Bruce McDonald
Pam McParland Christine Meredith Wayne Meredith Reg Mudgway

Roy Northey Trevor Rowntree Alec Stevenson Fay Stewart
Lois Wogan

My apologies for any omissions.

It is unfortunate that Term 3 has to be postponed a week from the original timing but this
was dictated by the problem of accommodation.
The Term 3 dates are now 27 July – 18 September.

Any members who have not been involved in tutoring are invited to contact me if they
would like to take on tutoring in any topic or feel they would like to gain some experience
as an assistant.
I look forward to getting to know more of you in the near future.

Allan Young
Tutor Coordinator.




